
 

          Connectives Pyramid 

Level 

1 
and 

Level 

2 
but then 

because so when 

Level 

3 
also   as well as   although 

after  besides  if  while  even though     

Level 

4 
in addition to  contrary to       

however  despite  so as to  nevertheless 

Level 

5 

     Use complex sentence structures appropriately. 
Vary sentence length and word order to keep the reader interested 

 



 

 Openers 

Level 1 The…  My…  I… 

Level 2 

 

 

First… Then… Next…So… Last… 

Because… But…Soon… At last… If… 

Another thing… The last time…  Another time… Also… After… 

Level 3 

 

Although…  Before…   Afterwards… 

Eventually… Sometimes… Often… After a while… 

Level 4 

 

 

 

 

 

Never… Always… Besides… Before… 

Even though… Meanwhile…Before very long… 

However…In addition… An important thing…We always… 

If/then…Although I had…I discovered…Having decided… 

I actually…Despite…Due to…As time went…Having… I felt as… 

Level 5 

 

 

Vary sentence length and word order. 

Start complex sentences with 

adverbs, verbs, prepositions, connectives 

 



 

Punctuation Pyramid 

Level 

1                  . 
Level 

2                 . ? 
Level 

3              . ? , ! 
Level 

4        . ? , ! … ‘  “  “ 
Level 

5 . ? , ! … ‘  “  “  :  ;  ( ) - 
 



 



 
Join all my letters 
Correctly making my 
tall letters tall and 
forming the 
descenders neatly. 
 

 
Use at 1least  
Exclamation mark to 
show  
excitement. 
 

 
Use an ( )ellipse ...  
to show the 
passing of time in 
my writing. 
 

Use at least 3 
adventurous words 

that I wouldn’t 
normally use 
in my writing. 
 



 
 
Use at least one 
question. 
 

 
Organise 
my writing into 
paragraphs which 
are clearly 
separated. 
 

Include at least 
two pieces of 
speech correctly 
punctuated with 
speech marks 
marks. 
 

 
Re- read my work 
and think of ways 
to improve it. 
 



 
Use a metaphor in 
my writing to make 
a comparison. 

 
Use a simile in my 
writing to  
compare two 
different  
things. 

 
Join my sentences 
with a  
variety of 
connectives. 

 
Use an apostrophe in 
my writing to show 
a contraction Do not 
– don’t. 



 
Check all my 
sentences for capital 
letters and full 
stops. 

Make the reader 
guess the characters 
feeling by  
only describing their 
actions. 
 

 
Write in the correct 
tense throughout my 
work. 

 
Describe my setting 
using at least 5 
difference  
adjectives. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

2Use  level 3 
connectives. 

 

 
 

3Write  sentences 
starting with level 
3 openers. 

 
3Write  sentences 

starting with level 
4 openers. 

 
Write 2 sentences 
starting with level 
3  openers. 



 
Write a piece of 
text without using 
the to start any 
sentences. 

 
Write 3 sentences 
using 2 level  
sentence openers. 

Underline all the 

words I’m not sure 
how to spell and 
check them in the 
dictionary. 

 
Use personification 
in my writing to 
make it more 
interesting. 



 

 
3Use  level  

3 connectives. 

 

 
2 4Use  level  

connectives. 

 

 
Write 2 sentences 
starting  
with  
connectives. 

 
Write 3 sentences 
starting  
with  
connectives. 
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